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In another passage of his will he enjoins that Chesterfield House, the noble mansion built by himself in South Audley Street, may always belong to the Earl of Chesterfield for the time being, and that if any succeeding Earl shall attempt to sell or let that house, or any part of its offices and gardens, the possession shall ipso facto pass away from him to the next heir.
From the previous statement it will be seen that of the four sons of the third Earl of Chesterfield, two died unmarried and all childless. On the decease of the last survivor, namely, Lord Chesterfield himself, that branch of the family became accordingly extinct, and the Earldom reverted to a distant kinsman, the descendant of a younger son of the first Earl. This was Philip Stanhope, born in 1755, son of Arthur Charles Stanhope, Esq., of Mansfield, and godson of Lord Chesterfield, who used to give him the familiar nick-name of STTTKDY.* He died in 1815, and was father of the present Earl.
Lord Chesterfield's letters to his son were sold after his death, by Mrs. Eugenia Stanhope, that son's widow, for 1575/.f The first edition in two volumes quarto, was dedicated to Lord North, and published in 1774. A second and a third edition in four volumes octavo rapidly followed before the close of the same year; and the work has since been frequently reprinted both at home and abroad.
The Miscellaneous Works of Lord Chesterfield, comprising numerous letters to his friends, were col-
* See vol. iv. of this edition.
f This appears from a trial on the copyright before the Court of Session in Scotland. (Ann. Begist. 1775, part i. p. 138.)